
 
 

                                                                                      
 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Illinois statewide partnership launched to demonstrate 

and investigate 4R nutrient stewardship practices 
 

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. (October 17, 2016) – A statewide partnership between Illinois 

Farm Bureau, Illinois county Farm Bureaus, GROWMARK, and FS companies will 

demonstrate and investigate 4R nutrient stewardship practices at the local level. The 4R 

field demonstration program, entitled 4R4U (pronounced 4R for you), is a pilot program 

with hopes for a multi-year partnership to bring added use, awareness, and knowledge on 

nutrient stewardship via the 4R approach. The 4R approach involves using the right 

source of nutrient, at the right time, at the right rate, and in the right place. 

 

“As a farmer, I am committed to managing nutrients sustainably,” said Illinois Farm 

Bureau President Richard Guebert Jr. “This partnership will utilize many assets and 

produce locally driven information. Farmers and the agriculture community continue to 

work diligently to maximize input utilization and focus on the nutrient loss reduction 

strategy (NLRS),” he added. 

 

Local plot tests will compare common practices to advanced practices on nutrient 

stewardship. Some of the types of tests include N-rate trials, use of multiple nitrogen 

applications, stabilizer utilizations, no-till planting, cover crops, and soil samples. 

 

Illinois Farm Bureau and GROWMARK are providing funds for the project, while FS 

companies and county Farm Bureaus work together to carry out the 4R field 

demonstration strategy at a local level. 

 

“This is a tangible commitment by all of us to sustainability,” said GROWMARK Chief 

Executive Officer Jim Spradlin. “Our teamwork will help elevate nutrient stewardship 

efforts and provide further information of 4R practices that can help meet the goals of the 

NLRS,” he added.  

 

This winter, each partnership will put a strategy in place with field demonstration days in 

the spring and summer of 2017. Information will be compiled on an ongoing basis. 

 

4R4U partnerships include: 

 Gold Star FS, Inc. and Mercer County Farm Bureau  

 M&M Service Company and Macoupin County Farm Bureau 

 Prairieland FS, Inc., Scott County Farm Bureau, and Pike County Farm Bureau  

 Heritage FS, Inc., Kankakee County Farm Bureau, and  Ford-Iroquois Farm 
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Bureau  

 Evergreen FS, Inc. and Macon County Farm Bureau 

 Stephenson Service Company and Stephenson County Farm Bureau 

 Southern FS, Inc. and Jackson County Farm Bureau 

 Gateway FS, Inc. and Randolph County Farm Bureau  

 Christian County Farmers Supply Co. and Christian County Farm Bureau 

 South Central FS, Inc., Moultrie County Farm Bureau, and Bond County Farm 

Bureau 

 Piatt County Service Company and Piatt County Farm Bureau 

 

County Farm Bureaus involved in the partnerships will work with neighboring counties 

to publicize events.  

 

 
About 4R4U: 

A 4R field demonstration partnership and statewide collaboration between Illinois Farm 

Bureau and GROWMARK focused on delivering cutting edge, on-farm nutrient research, 

demonstration and data to farmers and ag retailers across the state of Illinois. This 

partnership is locally led by county Farm Bureaus and FS member companies as they 

work together to find local answers to issues surrounding nutrient management and the 

protection of water quality in Illinois. 

 

About GROWMARK: 

GROWMARK is an agricultural cooperative with annual sales of $8.7 billion (FY 2015 

data) providing agronomy, energy, facility planning, and logistics products and services, 

as well as grain marketing and risk management services in more than 40 states and 

Ontario, Canada. GROWMARK owns the FS trademark, which is used by affiliated 

member cooperatives. More information is available at www.growmark.com. 

 

About Illinois Farm Bureau: 

The Illinois Farm Bureau is a member of the American Farm Bureau Federation, a 

national organization of farmers and ranchers. Founded in 1916, IFB is a non-profit, 

membership organization directed by farmers who join through their county Farm 

Bureau. IFB has a total membership of more than 400,000 and a voting membership of 

more than 82,000. IFB represents three out of four Illinois farmers. 
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