
   
 

April 2, 2018 
Hello: 
 
With increasing weather variability, more common extreme precipitation events, and higher water 

flows, structural practices within the field, at the edge of the field, and downstream of the field will 

become more important for addressing production, financial, and environmental risks. In addition to 

drainage water management and in-stream solutions, edge of field practices to treat subsurface 

drainage for nutrient removal include constructed wetlands, saturated buffers, and bioreactors. To 

address these concerns, a diverse group of partners within the Illinois Sustainable Ag Partnership 

who have successfully implemented these conservation drainage practices are conducting the 

inaugural round of “advanced conservation drainage” training in 2018. You were nominated as 

someone who might be interested in participating in this training. 

This unique training course will provide you with 

the science behind how the practices work, the 

technical knowledge associated with siting, 

designing, and constructing conservation drainage 

practices, and with strategies to successfully 

implement practices while overcoming common 

administrative challenges. We are recruiting a 

diverse cadre of trainees (drainage contractors, 

farmers, engineers, agency experts, crop 

consultants, etc.) to enhance the learning 

experience and create a strong, continuing 

network of regional experts. 

The training will consist of three in-person workshops this summer, with the first workshop 

scheduled for June 14, 2018 at the Illinois State University Farm in Lexington, IL.  Workshops will 

include both classroom and field elements and will take place at sites across Central Illinois.  Topics 

will include the following and more:  

WORKSHOP DATE WORKSHOP TOPICS LOCATION FIELD DAY COMPONENT* 

JUNE 14 

- Introduction: Illinois’ altered 
landscape;  

- Saturated buffers 

ISU Research Farm – 
Lexington, Il 

JUNE 15 - Saturated buffer 
installation @ ISU Research 
Farm (Tentative) 

JULY 19 - Constructed wetlands 
Illinois Central College 
– East Peoria, IL 

WEEK OF JULY 23 – Constructed 
wetland installation in 
Livingston County (Tentative) 

AUGUST 28 
- Bioreactors; 
- Wrap-up: Where to from here? 

Richland Community 
College - Decatur, IL 

AUGUST 29 – Bioreactor 
installations (2) in Mt. Zion, IL 

*The field day components will be optional but strongly encouraged. 

 



We can accommodate up to 25 individuals for this advanced training course. We are looking for 

candidates with some prior experience in drainage implementation or knowledge about water 

management and with experience providing outreach and education to the agricultural community. The 

time commitment for this program is significant (about 3 days over 3 months) and will require 

travel.  ISAP will cover travel and related expenses for trainees but not your time. 

The training is progressive; ideally trainees will attend all three workshops.  For workshops missed, 

trainees are expected to review the materials covered (recorded presentations/demonstrations, 

handouts, etc.). Following the workshop series, each trainee will commit to participating in at least one 

outreach event in his/her local area. Trainees will receive a certificate certifying completion of 

conservation training and CCA CEUs are available. 

We realize this is a significant commitment of your time, but this training is designed to give you an in-
depth look at practical ways to help farmers manage their drainage in Illinois. You were selected as 
someone who is already helping farmers and clients with these issues, and we believe this training will 
enhance your own professional development and will expand the network of qualified conservation 
drainage professionals who are catalyzing Illinois’s progress toward water quality, environmental 
sustainability and production system resiliency goals.   
 
To apply, please fill out the enclosed application and return it to Adrienne Marino by April 27, at 
adrienne.marino@tnc.org. Specific questions on the training can be directed to Paul Sweeney, Training 
Facilitator at paul@ecoexch.com. 
 
Feel free to reach out to us or to anyone on the committee with any other questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

                                                  
Jill Kostel     Caroline Wade 
The Wetlands Initiative    The Nature Conservancy 
312-922-0777 x129    309-231-7440 
jkostel@wetlands-initiative.org  caroline.wade@tnc.org  
 
Steering Committee: 
Paul Sweeney, Training Facilitator; paul@ecoexch.com 
Ryan Arch, Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association, ryan@illica.net 
Steve Baker, Ag Drainage Management Coalition and Springfield Plastics; sbaker@spipipe.com    
Megan Baskerville, The Nature Conservancy; m.baskerville@tnc.org 
Ruth Book, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service; ruth.book@il.usda.gov 
Paul Davidson, University of Illinois Extension; pdavidso@illinois.edu 
Jamie Diebal, Farm Service Agency-Illinois; jamie.diebal@il.usda.gov 
Erin Holmes, Pheasants Forever; eholmes@pheasantsforever.org  
Adrienne Marino, The Nature Conservancy; adrienne.marino@tnc.org  
Steve Stierwalt, Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts; sstwalt@prairieinet.net  
Jacob Walker, Precision Conservation Management; jacob.walker@precisionconservation.org  
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Application to participate in 

Conservation Drainage Training for Illinois Agriculture Professionals 

 

Introduction: This unique training course will provide you with the knowledge to implement edge-of-field 

practices in Illinois, to ultimately give farmers better tools to address production, financial, and environmental 

risks. We are recruiting a diverse cadre of trainees and trainers to enhance the learning experience. 

 

We will host three in-person workshops during Summer 2018.  

     
WORKSHOP DATE WORKSHOP TOPICS LOCATION FIELD DAY COMPONENT* 

JUNE 14 
- Introduction: Illinois’ altered 

landscape;  
- Saturated buffers 

ISU Research Farm – 
Lexington, Il 

JUNE 15 - Saturated buffer 
installation @ ISU Research 
Farm (Tentative) 

JULY 19 - Constructed wetlands 
Illinois Central College 
– East Peoria, IL 

WEEK OF JULY 23 – Constructed 
wetland installation in 
Livingston County (Tentative) 

AUGUST 28 
- Bioreactors; 
- Wrap-up: Where to from here? 

Richland Community 
College - Decatur, IL 

AUGUST 29 – Bioreactor 
installations (2) in Mt. Zion, IL 

*The field day components will be optional, but strongly encouraged. 

 

Please write or type responses to the following questions. 

1. Name, address, phone, email: 

If applicable, provide your company/organization affiliation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is your role in the agricultural community of Illinois?  Please describe the geography you cover, and 

estimate the number of farm owners/operators you work with.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What types of outreach do you currently participate in with farmers and other ag stakeholders in Illinois, 

as it relates to drainage and conservation? What other organizations or programs do you partner with? 
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4. To help us customize the best possible curriculum, please rank your comfort level with the following 

topics on a scale of 1-5.   

(1= no knowledge or experience, 3 = comfortable with the topic, but need to learn more, 5 = very 

knowledgeable/I could teach this!) 

TOPIC 1 2 3 4 5 

Understanding of basics of subsurface drainage      

Designing and installing tile drainage systems      

Communicating benefits of in-field and edge-of-field 
conservation drainage practices 

     

Experience with cost-share, conservation programs      

Knowledge of soils, soil properties      

Are there other topics you would like to see covered in this training? 

 

 

 

 

5. Why does this training opportunity appeal to you?  How might it help you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Funding is provided for travel and related expenses; however, we cannot cover the cost of your time.  The 

three workshops are progressive, and we expect trainees to prioritize their workloads to be able to attend 

all three. We understand that unexpected circumstances may arise, but are you willing to commit to the 

three workshops listed above? Field days are optional but strongly encouraged. Trainees will receive a 
certificate certifying completion of conservation training if they attend all three classroom training 
sessions. ____Yes      ____No    

 

7. Following the workshop series, each trainee will commit to participating in at least one outreach event in 

his/her local area. Are you able to commit to this?  ___Yes___No 

 

 

 

Please send completed applications by April 27 via email to: 

Adrienne Marino 

The Nature Conservancy 

adrienne.marino@tnc.org 


